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Comparattve^TRelifiion motes. 



The Monsalvat School. — A school of comparative religion, called the Moii- 
salvat School was announced to be held at Greenacre, Eliot, Maine, during 
July. It was under the direction of Dr. Lewis G. Janes, of Brown Uni- 
versity, and the subjects offered and the faculty were as follows : Dr. Lewis 
G. Janes, Brown University, Lecturer on the History and Philosophy of 
Religion ; the Swami Sarandananda, of India, Lecturer on the Vedanta 
Philosophy and Religions of India ; Mr. Jehanghier D. Cola, of Bombay, Lec- 
turer on Zoroastrianism and the Religion of the Parsis ; Rev. F. Huberty 
James, of England, Lecturer on Confucianism, Taoism, and the Religions of 
China. Special lectures were to be delivered by Miss Sadie American, of 
Chicago, 111., on "Why Jewish Women Should Study Comparative Religion ;" 
by Dr. Lysander Dickerman, of New York City, on " The Religions of Ancient 
Egypt;" by Mr. K. Nakamura, of Japan, on "Buddhism;" by Judge Wil- 
liam C. Robinson, Dean of the Catholic University of America, on "The 
Essential Unity of All Religions; " by Miss W. L. Armstrong, of India, on 
"The Hope for India." The idea and scope of the work undertaken may be 
understood by the following extract from the prospectus : 

" It is believed that such a course of study will be found elevating to the 
mind, broadening to the social sympathies, and quickening to the spiritual 
nature. The sustained interest in these studies since the Parliament of 
Religions in Chicago in 1893 indicates that the time is ripe for such an effort. 
It is hoped that the course of study will also find favor with teachers of 
religion and ethics of all denominations ; and particularly with those who as 
missionaries or teachers are likely to come in contact with non-Christian 
cults, and to whom an understanding of their philosophical bases and the 
nobler phases of their thought should be regarded as an indispensable prep- 
aration for their work. It may be well to add the assurance that no propa- 
ganda of any special system will be attempted. The purpose of the instruc- 
tion is entirely unsectarian." 

The Paris Parliament of Religions in 1900. — Professor John Henry Bar- 
rows has an interesting article in the Congregationalist of June 18, describ- 
ing the history and present condition of the project for a parliament of 
religions in Paris in connection with the exhibition of 1900. He says that 
the Chicago parliament of religions aroused great interest in France ; articles 
were published in newspapers and in leading reviews, and the question 
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began to be raised whether the coming exposition did not offer the opportunity 
for a similar congress. The difficulties were chiefly two : first, the attitude of 
the Roman Catholic Church in Europe ; and, second, the question whether 
there was enough vital religion in France to save the parliament from ridicule 
and to make it a powerful instrument for the propagation of true religion. 

In regard to the first problem, it was found that the number of the Cath- 
olic leaders who were interested in such an enterprise was not small or 
insignificant. An article appeared in the Revue de Paris written by the Abb£ 
Victor Charbonnel, in which the parliament was urged from a very high point 
of view, and the assurance of Cardinal Gibbons was announced that the Pope 
was in sympathy with it. That article aroused a good deal of interest, and 
adverse comment was made from some important members of the Roman 
Catholic clergy. The Archbishop of Paris pronounced against the plan and 
a letter was published from Pope Leo, which appeared to show that he was 
not in favor of Roman Catholic participation in the European parliament. 
In the summer of 1895, Professor Barrows spent a few days in Paris, com- 
mending the plan and calling attention to the necessity that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in France cooperate if the parliament was to be a success. In the 
spring of 1896 he visited Paris again by invitation, and gave an address 
before a distinguished company upon the subject of religion and human 
fraternity. This address was listened to by some of the most distinguished 
scholars and religionists of Paris of every shade of belief and opinion. A 
distinguished Roman Catholic layman presided, and Roman Catholic priests 
and abbes were seen among the audience. Professor Barrows endeavored to 
show that religion was coming to be a unifying force, and that such a parlia- 
ment might be made a splendid propaganda for true Christianity. He 
declared that the American parliament never once dreamed that all religions 
were equally good. He urged the union of Christian people in France and 
Europe in the preparation for a parliament at Paris. On other occasions 
and opportunities during his stay at this time Professor Barrows was enabled 
to make the idea and purpose of the contemplated gathering clear to many 
who hitherto had been either uncertain or opposed to it. Roman Catholics 
and Protestants of high position and influence assured him of their sympathy 
and cooperation. 

The deep interest taken by Paris journals in his visit and in the work of 
the parliament gives reason to believe that there is a beginning of a real 
movement in this direction. Professor Barrows feels that such a parliament 
must concern itself chiefly with the applications of religion to the moral and 
intellectual life of mankind ; that it must be carried on independent of the 
French government ; and that the Roman Catholic clergy who are in favor of 
it must for the present remain in the background. He feels, however, that 
the amount and character of the sympathy that it has received from France 
is an extraordinarily remarkable fact, and even if the parliament should not be 
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held, he declares that the present hopeful temper of the best religious minds 
in Paris is itself a chief marvel of these closing days of the century. 

Comparative Religion in the Universities, 1896-7. — The May number of 
The Biblical World contained a conspectus of the courses offered in the 
universities for the years 1895-6. The early publication of the manual of 
courses offered in American Universities next year, 1896-7, entitled Graduate 
Courses, renders possible the publication at this time of the courses offered for 
the coming year. A comparison of these courses with those of the preceding 
year is not particularly encouraging. Two or three things may be remarked 
about it. 1) Comparative religion is not extending with any great rapidity 
in our universities. There are really only five institutions where serious work 
is done in this subject by men devoting their attention to it. These are The 
University of Chicago, Cornell University, Harvard University, The University 
of the City of New York, and Yale University ; and of these only two seem to 
offer anything more than general courses, limited to lectures for half a year. 
2) In institutions where there is no chair for this discipline, comparatively little 
is being done in the special departments of study where naturally the subject 
of the history of the particular religion or religions would be offered. Very 
few courses, for example, are offered in the history of the religions of Greece 
and Rome, which certainly to the classical departments in our universities 
ought to be a matter of interest. Now and then a course in Germanic 
Mythology is given, and Harvard seems to be the only institution where the 
Semitic religions are treated in connection with the Department of Semitic 
Languages. 3) To the list of institutions given last May in The Biblical 
World there are two added, Columbia University and Wellesley College : 
in the former, Professor A. V. W. Jackson, the eminent Avestan scholar, 
offers a course on Zoroaster and Buddha, while the subject of the philosophy 
of religion is added to the curriculum of Wellesley. 

It is perfectly evident that the friends of this new discipline must come 
closer together, and must urge more frequently and publicly the importance 
of this study, if anything is to be accomplished for its extension in our Amer- 
ican universities. Is the time come for the establishment of a journal devoted 
exclusively to this subject, in which those who believe in the future of Com- 
parative Religion may have an opportunity to show their faith by their 
works ? 

Brown University — 

Professor Everett, Philosophy of Religion ; Professor Williams, German 

Mythology. 

The University of Chicago — 

Professor Goodspeed, The Religions of the Semites, Primitive Buddhism, 
Comparative Theology (Seminar) ; Professor Barrows, Relations ( f 
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Christianity to the Other Religions; Dr. Buckley, Outline History of 
Religion, Science of Religion, Philosophy of Religion ; Mr. Coffin, 
Modern Sects of Hinduism. 

Columbia University — 

Professor Jackson, Zoroaster and Buddha. 
Cornell University — 

Professor Seth, Relations of Morality and Religion ; Professor Tyler, 

History of Religions, Philosophy of Religion, History and Philosophy of 

Religion (Seminar). 

Harvard University — 

Professor Everett, Psychological Basis of Religious Faith, Comparative 
Religion ; Professor Toy, History of Hebrew Religion Compared with 
Other Semitic Religions, History of Spanish Califate, The Talmud ; Pro- 
fessor Allen, Religion and Worship of the Greeks ; Mr. Parker, Roman 
Stoicism ; Dr. Gulik, Greek Mythology. 

Michigan University — 

Professor Lloyd, Philosophy of Religion. 
University of Minnesota — 

Professor Breda, Norse Mythology. 
University of the City of New York — 

Professor MacCracken, Philosophy of Theism ; Professor Ellinwood, 

Comparative Religion (two courses), Philosophy of Religion. 

Princeton College — 

Professor Patton, Theism ; Professor Shields, Harmony of Science and 
Religion. 

Welles ley College — 

Professor Morgan, Philosophy of Religion. 
Western Reserve University — 

Dr. Hulme, German Mythology; Professor Curtis, Greek Philosophy 

and its Relation to the Rise of Christianity, Introduction to the History 

and Philosophy of Religion. 

Yale University — 

Dr. Fairbanks, Greek Worship and Belief, Inscriptions Relating to 
Greek Religion ; Professor Ladd, Modern Pantheism and Pessimism. 



